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INTRODUCrlON

ThispresentationisdesignedasacomparativestudyofEnglandandJapanin

educationalpolicy・Ｉｔａｉｍｓｔｏｔｈｒｏｗｌｉｇｈｔｏｎｔｈｅｅｖｏｌｕｔｉonandhistorical

transfbrmationoftheconceptof，equalityofeducationalopportunity，asapplied

toeducationalpoliciesinthesecountries,ａｎｄｏｎｔhemultiplicityandcomplexity

offactorswhichbringaboutchangesinthemeaningofequalityofeducational

opportunity・Ｉｎａｄｄｉｔｉｏｎ，theuniversalityandtheuniquenesｓｏｆｔｈｅｃｈａｎｇｉｎｇ

ｐｒｏｃｅｓｓｏｆｔｈｅｃｏｎｃｅｐｔｏｆｅｑｕａｌｏｐｐｏｒｔｕｎｉｔｙａｒｅｔｏｂｅａｎalysedandclarified

throughacomparisonbetweenEnglandandJapan．

ｌＴＴ正TRANSFORMArIONOFTHECONCEPrOFEQpALOPPORTUNrlY

'iEqualityofopportunity‘'ｈａｓｏｖｅｒｍａｎｙｙｅａｒｓｂｅｃｏｍｅｏｎｅｏｆｔｈｅｋｅｙphrasesin

thepublicpolicydebatesbothatthenationalandinternationalleveLScarcely

anyothertermistosignificantfOridentifyingthebasicprincipleofsocial

justiceinindustrialsocieties・Infact,equalityofopportunityhasbeenoneof

theidealswhichEnglandandJapanhavedevelopedinpolitical,economic,social

andeducationaldemocracyduringthiscentury・Attheendofthenineteenth

centuryeducationalopportunitiesinthesetwocountriesweredependentinpart

upon，andgenerallycorrespondedwith，thecontemporarypatternsofsocial

stratification，regionaldisparity，ａｎｄｄｉｆｆｅｒｅｎｔｔｒｅａｔｍｅｎｔｏｆｍｅｎａｎｄｗｏｍｅｎ・

Ｄｅｓｐｉｔｅｔｈｅｆａｃｔｔｈａｔｅｌｅｍｅｎｔａｒｙｅｄucationwasalreadyfree，universaland

compulsorybyl891（inEngland)ａｎｄｌ８８６(ｉｎJapan)，theprinciplewashardly

everappliedtoasecondaryeducationwhichwasbasedonsocialdistinctions，

regionaldisparity，andsexualdiscrimination，ａｎｄｔｈｅｔｅｒｍｉｔｓｅｌｆｗａｓｎｏｔｅｖｅｎ
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mentionedinthesecondarycontext・

InEngland,however,sincetheverybeginningofthiscentury,whenbothLiberals

andSocialistscalledfOrequalityofadvantagesanddistributivejustice，the

plincipleofequalityofopportunityhadbeguntobeappliedtoalmostalldomains

ofnationalpolicyincludingeducation・Ｉｎｔｈｅｌ９３０ｓａｎｄｔｈｅｌ９４０ｓ,theprinciple

wasrelatedcloselytopsychologicalviewsofintelligeｎｃｅａｎｄ，ｂｙl944whenthe

ButlerActwasenacted,ithadbecomeanultimategoaltowhichmostsubscribed・

AftertheWar，onceconsolidatedasanacceptednationalidealwhichEngland

haddevelopedinitspolitical,economic,socialandeducationaldemocracy,equal

opportunitybegantobeappliedmorewidelyandvariously,ａｎｄpeople'sdesire

fOrmoreequalityinsocietyincreased・Startinginthelatel950sandcontinuing

throughthel960s,governmentsworld-wide,唾cognisingtｈｅnecessityofplanning

fbrthehumancapitalneedsofthedecadesahead,becamemoreconcemedthan

befOrethatthetalentsoftheirnations，childrenshouldnotbewasted・Equality

ofopportunitythuscametｏｂｅｓｅｅｎａｓｎｏｔｍｅｒｅｌｙｃｏｍｐａｔｉｂｌｅｗｉthbutessential

fbreconomlcgrowthandthewelfareofsociety．

lnJapan,theprincipleofequalopportunityhadrarely‐ifever‐beenimplemented

orevenmentionedbeyondtheprimaryeducationleveluntiltheAmerican

Occupationauthoritiesscrappedthepre-warJapaneseeducationsystem・Befbre

andduringtheSecondWorldWar,Japaneseeducationhadbeenseenasa

consciousvehiclefbrcarrymgouttheintentofKyoiku-chokugo,whichgavelegal

fbrmand,perhapsmoresignificantly,moralfOrcetoaneducationalsystemthat

supportedtheriseofmilitarismandultra-nationalism,Monbusho（theMinistry

ofEducationinJapan)calledfOrtheeradicationofthoughtbasedonindividualism

andliberalism,andthefirmestablishmentofanationalmoralstandardwithan

emphasisonservicetotheState・ＷｈｅｎJapansurrenderedtotheAlliesinl945,

ｔｈｅｍa)ｏｒgoalsoftheOccupationcouldbesimplystatedasthedemocratisation，

demilitarisation,anddecentralisationofJapanesesociety・Aneworientationof

theeducationalsystemwasanindispensableelementinachievingtheseobjectives，

especiallythatofremakingJapanintoafunctioningdemocracy、Oncetheofficial

AmericanoccupationofJapanwasoverinl95Z，theJapanesegovernment

immediatelystartedtofinetunethenewsystemtoreflectmorefaithfullythe

Japaneseculturalenvironmentandthespiritofthenation'sdemocraticideology，

ａｎｄｉｔａｌｓｏｂｅｇａｎｔｏｅｘｐａｎｄｔｈｅｎｅｔｏｆeducationalopportunitymorewidelythan

everbefOreinJapanesehistoryandtoimprovethequalityoftheeducatio、
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offeredtopupils．

ZQUESITONSANDCONCLUSION

Thereisnodoubtthatpost-warEnglandandJapanhavemadeenormousstrides

inprovidingexpandededucationalopportunitiesfbrtheiryoungpeople・The

widespreadpopularityoftheideaofequalityofopportunityresultedfromthe

beliefthateXpansionofeducationwouldbringaboutgreatersocialequaliｔｙａｎｄ

ａｔｔｈｅｓａｍｅｔｉｍｅａｓｔｒｏｎｇｅｒｎａｔionaleconomy・However，inrecentyearsthe

principleofequalityofopportunityhasraisedenormouscontroversyregarding

itspracticalapplication・Ｔｈｅｒｅｉｓａｇｒｏｗｉｎｇａｗａｒｅｎｅｓｓａｍｏｎｇｓocialscientists

that：

★thequantitativeeXpansionofeducationhasnotresultedingreaterequalityof

opportunityfbrpupilsfromdifferentsocialbackgrounds．

*inindustrialsocietieshomebackgroundcontributessignificantlynotonlyto

educationaloutcomes，butalsotheextentofparticipationbyanindividualin

educationbeyondtheyearswhenschoolingiscompulsory．

Thesefindingsgavereasontoquestiontheeffectivenessofthepoliciespursued

inbothcountries，andtheconceptofequalityofopportunityitselfbegantobe

moreconfUsedandambiguousandmoreopentodebate・Inotherwords，ｄespite

thefactthatequalityofopportunityhassurelybecomeaconceptwhichreflects

universalaspirations，ｔｈｅｒｅｈａｓｂｅｅｎｎｏｃｏｎｓｅｎｓｕｓａｂｏｕｔｗｈatequalityof

opportunityisoraboｕｔｈｏｗｉｔｃａｎｂｅａｃｈｉｅｖｅｄｉｎｅｉｔｈｅｒcountry・Ｔｈｉｓｄｉｌｅｍｍａ

ｈａｓｌｅｄｕｓｔｏｒｅｖｉｅｗｓｅｖeralfUndamentalquestions：

☆WhatkindsofequalityofeducationalopportunityhaveEnglandandJapan

aimedtoachievedulingthiscentury,especiallysincetheSecondWorldWar7

★Howhavedecisionmakers，andinterestandpressuregroups,appliedequality

ofoppoltunitytoeducationalpolicies？

★Whatwerethemostdistinctiveinflｕｅｎｃｅｓｂｅｈｉｎｄｔｈｅｈｉｓｔｏｒｉｃａｌｃｈａｎｇesin

attitudestowardsequalityofopportunityineducationinthesetwocountries？
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★WhatphilosophicalissueshavelainbehindeducationalpoliciesandrefOrms

intendedtointeIprettheconceptsofequalityofopportunityinvarlousway？
●

☆Ｗｈａｔｋｉｎｄｓｏｆｃｒｉｔｅｒｉａｗｅｒｅｕｓｅｄｉｎｔhetwocountriestomeasureequalityof

educationalopportunity？

Thispresentationattemptstoanalｙｓｅｔｈｅｐａｔｔｅｒｎｏｆｔｈｅｓｈｉｆｔｏｆｔｈｅｃｏnceptof

equalityofeducationalopportunitythroughacross-nationalcompansonofEngland

andJapanandtoexaminethequestionofwhatarethesimilaritiesanddifferences

intheprocessoftransfOrmation・Cross-nationalcomparisonisessentialin

evaluatingＣｌaimsofsimilarityanddifferences・Isolatedstudyofequalityof

opportunityinaparticularsocietycannotbyitselfaddressthequestionof

whetheraprocessofhistoricaltransfOrmationoftheconceptistypicalore

anomalous・Throughcomparativeanalysis,itbecomespossibletoidentifywhaｔ

ｉｓｃｏｍｍｏｎａｎｄｗｈａｔｉｓｄｉｆｆｅｒｅｎｔｉｎｔｈｅpatternsandprocessofthehistorical

transfOrmationoftheconcept．

Initsanalysis,thispresentationfbcusesontwofimdamentallydifferentversions

oftheconcept-egalitarianismandmeritocracy‐anditexamineshowequality

ofopportunitywasunderstoodwhenappliedtoeducationalpolicyinthesetwo

paradigms・Indeed，throughoutthispresentationweseeaninteIplaybetween

egalitarianismandmeritocracywhicheventuallycausedatransfOrmationinthe

conceptofequalityofopportunityovertheperiod・ThefUtureremainsuncertain，

butthefindingsofthispresentationsuggestthatthisdialecticalstressbetween

meritocracyandegalitarianismwillcontinuetoplaguepolicymakersnotonlyin

thetwocountriesunderconsiderationbutalsoinotherindustrialcountries・

ThestrugglewillContinuetoinfluencethedistributionoflifechancｅｓａｎｄｔｈｅ

ｓｕｂｓｉｄｉｅｓｔｈａｔｓｈａｐｅｔｈｅｅducationalfUture．
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