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IntmducｫiDn

ForashorttimeinAp1ill998eventsatonehi8hschoolinSaitamaprefEcturecaught

lheattentionofJapan/snationalmedia,TT1estudentcouncilatthatschoolhaddecided

boboycottiheofficialentranceceremonyorganisedbytheschoolprincipal,andorganlse

aceremonyoftheirown、Ｗhywouldsuchanapparentlyminorincidentattractsucha

lotofattention？Thepurposeofthispaperistoexplorethereasonswhy,notonlylhe

media,butalsocommentatorsontheIEftandd1eRightofJapanesepolitics企ltthat

eventsatTokorozawaHighSchoolweresoworthyofcomment．

EUentsatTbkomzau)αHighSchooII997-98

0nAprillstl997anewprincipal,UchidaTatsuo,arrivedatTokorozawaHighSchool・

HewasdeterminedtobringschoolceremoniesintolinewithMombushoguidelineson

ihenationalflagandanthem・Pupilsandstaff》Whowereaccustomedtoomittingthe

fｌａｇａｎｄｔheanthemfromceremonies，resistedlhenewprincipal・Atlheenlrance

ceremonyheldonApril8thl997,Uchidahimselftookaflagandacassettetapewith

lheanthemonittolheceremony・However,teachersstartedtotaketheirpupnsoutof

UneceremonyhallbefbrEhecouldplaythetape,Lateriheteachersandpupnscriticized

thenewprincipalfbrimposinghjsversionoflhecerEmonyonthemwithoutgettinga

consensusfirst・UchidamadeitclearihathewouldnoｔｂａｃｋｄｏｗｎａｎｄｓｏｂｏｔｈｓｉｄＰｓ

ｂｅｇａｎｔｏpreparEfbrthefbnowingyeafsceremomes・

Thestudents'councilannouncedthatitwouldholdaseparate印aduationceremonym

MarchasanaltemativeboiheofficialceremonywhichUchidainsistedmustcontain

lheflagandfheanthem，Uchidarespondedtothisbysayingthatthestudentscould

holdtheirownceremonyiftheyliked,buttheymustalsoattendd1eofficialceremony
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too､HoweverwhentheceremomeswereheldinMarchl998farmorestudentSattended

theunofficialceremonylhan出eofficialonelnordertoavoidlhesamethinghappenmg

toiheen廿anceceremonyUchidaandiheBoardofEducationsentoutlettersbolhe

parentsofthenewpupilswamjngthemlhatiftheirchildrendidnotattendtheofficial

ceremonytheywouldnotbeallowedboenteriheschool・Ｏｎｉｈｅｄａｙｏｆｔｈｅｅｎ廿ance

ceremony,April7thl998,TokorozawaHighSchoolbecamelhecen廿eofmediaattention

wilhoverlOOmembersoflheprEssandTVcompamesgatheredout5idetheschool･In

spiteofthreatstoexcludeihem,about４０％ofnewstudentsfailedtoattendtheofficial

ceremonyandtheywereallallowedtoenbertheschoolnormally．

meISsueqftheF1qgQndtheAnthem

Rightwingpoliticians,bureaucratsandeducatorsseeteachingrespectfbrthenational

flagandanlhemasanessentialpartoftheｋｉｎｄｏｆｐａ廿ioticandmoraleducationthat

childrenneedinordertofunctionfUllyinJapanesesociety，Thelefthas,sinceihe

war,opposedlherein廿oductionoflheflagandanlhembecausetheyregardthemas

reminiscentofwartimemilita面smandimperialism､TheyarealsoopposedboMombusho

痴attempttofbrceschoolsbocomplywilhitswishes・Theybelieveihatschoolshave

therighttoorganisetheirownceremomeｓａｓｔｈｅｙｓｅｅｆｉｔ・However，inlhel990s

oppositionbythelEftbeganboweaken・Inl994iheJapanSocialistParbﾉendedits

oppositionbolheintroductionoflheflagandanihemintoschools、Inl995iheJapan

Teachers'Union(Nikkyoso)didlhesame，Then,inUlesummerofl999iheDiet

passedalawrecognizingiheHinomaruandtheKimigayoaslheofficialflagand

anlhemofJapan．

An9umentsoueruJo㎡s:Tbkomzqu)αsmdentscmdthemeaningqfFY℃edom,Democmcg

mdRightsintheconte7ｱﾘ，omnﾉJqpangseeEiucatio血sgstem

ThewayinWhich曲etwosidesatTokorozawaconducbedtheirbattleofwordsover

iheflagandd1eanthemwashighlysignificantTheyhelpedfOcusattentionontoｏｎｅ

ｏfthekeyideologicalareasofdisputebetweenIEftandRightinihecontemporary

lapaneseeducationsystem・ThiswasUledisputeoverlhemeanmgandpractical

implicationsof8nedemocratictermsandconditionsthathadbeenwrittenintothe

definjngdocumentsofUnepostwarJapaneseeducationsystembytheAmericanoccupiers

andtheircentre-leftJapaneSeanies・SinceiheOccupationtherEhasbeencontinued

disagreementoverHnemeaningof'freedom'and‘democracyasweⅡasrelatedterms
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like'democraticeducation'(theachievementofwhichwasoneofthemaingoalsofdme

AmericanOccupiers)．BothRightandl程fthavedefinedthesetermstosuittheirown

politicalagendas・Ｎｏｗ,inihel990s,theconceptof’children'ｓrights'hasbeenadded

tothiscon廿oversiallist・Japan'sratificationofd1eUNCharterontheRightsofthe

Childprovokedanationaldebateaboutlhenatureofchildren'srightsinJapan．

Ｎｅ山PtIttemsQfCon/IictWithintheEとiucatjonSﾘstem

ThemaindifferencebetweentheTokorozawaconflictandprevious1ypesofconflictat

JapaneseschoolsisthefactthabatTokorozawa,thechaⅡengebotheRightwasledby

schoolstudentswhosemainslogansinvolvedlhelanguageoffreedomandrights、In

previousconflicts,iheoppositionboright-wingmanagementhadbeenledandorganised

bytheteachers'unions,andlhesloganstheyhadusedhadinvokedleftwingor廿ade

unionistideals・Atitsheight,Nikkyosohadseenitself》withsomejustification,aslhe

centralpillaroftheIeftinJapan,notjustinlheeducationsystem,butinlhecountryat

largeHowever，inl989itsplitintotwo,andthemoremoderateoflhetwohalves

subsequenUyadoptedapolicyofconciliationtowardiheoldenemiesofMombusho

andiheLDP,Theolds可Ieofconflictwasover，

IntheiractofdefianceagainsttheprincipalandiheBoardofEducation,ihestudentsof

TokorozawaHighSchooldidnotseethemselvesastakingpartinanynationalcampai2m・

InsteadtheyregardedthemselvesaｓｓｔａｎｄｉｎｇｕｐｆＯｒｔｈｅｉｒｏｗｎｒｉｇｈｔｓａｓindividuals

andmembersofanindividualschooLTheyreceivedmessagesofsupportfromother

schools,andhelpandadvicefromoutside,buttheircampaigntoruntheirownschool

ceremomeswasprimarilyalocalisedaffair・Ifanyofihestudentshadbeenpunished

fbriheiractionstheywouldhavedefendedthemselvesasindividualswilhri8hts

ratherthanmembersofagroupltisthiss廿eｓｓｏｎｈｕｍａｎｒightsandindividualism

thatmarkslheTokorozawadisputeoutasanewlypeofconflictwithinlheJapanese

educationsystem．
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