
BI9itishP面vateSchooIs:ResearchonpojjCyandpIactice

EditedbyGeoffreyWalfbrd

London,WobumPress,２００３．

BookRevlews

Itmayseemsomewhatinappropriateｔｏｄｒａｗａｔｔｅｎｔｉｏｎｔｏａｂｏｏｋｔｈａｔｌｈａｖｅｅｄｉｔｅｄ

ｍｙｓｅｌｆｂｕｔｌｄｏｓｏｂｅｃａｕｓｅｌｋnowthatmanyinjapanwillbeinterestedinitand，

becauseitispublishedbyasmallpublisher,manymightnototheIwisehearaboutits

publication．

Britishprivateschoolsareacontinuingtopicoffascinationfbrmany､Inparticular,the

so-calledpublicschoolshavelongbeensubjectedtobothcriticismfbrtheirelitism

andpraisefbrtheiracademicsuccess､Traditionally,ConsewativeGovernmentshave

stronglysupportedtheprivatesectorthroughspecialfUnding‐suchastheAssisted
PlacesScheme‐whileLabourGovemmentshavereducedStatesupportfbrtheprivate

sec(orandthreatenedtoabolishit､However,thepresentnewLabourGovemment

hasreversedLabour'sfbrmeroppositiontoprivateschoolsandsoughtco-operation

betweenthetwosectors,Thishasledtoanincreasedinterestintherealitiesofprivate

schooling,yettherehasbeenlittlehardresearchevidenceaboutalmostanyfacetof

privateschooling．

ThiseditedbookthusbIingstogetherthebestofrecentlyconductedresearchonthe

variousaspectsofprivateschoolingAllofthechaptersarepreviousb/unpublishedand

werecommissionedbecauselknewtheauthorshadgoodresearchmatelialtoreport・

ThereisaconsiderablediversiWofsubjectmatter．

lmmediatelyfbllowingabriefintroductionwhereloutlinerecentstatisticaland

structuralchangesintheprivateschoolsystem,arefburchaptersthatgiveahistolical

contextJnthefirst､TedTappertracesthehistoricalrelationshipbetweentheLabour

Partyandtheprivatesectorofschooli､9,andthenplacesLaboulr'spolicywithin

thecontextofthegeneralevolutionoftheParWosハsocialpoliciesinthel980sand

l990s.Inthesecondchapter,CliveGriggsexaminestheparticularrolethattheTrades

UnionCongreｓｓｈａｓｐｌａｙｅｄｉｎｔｈｅｄｅｖｅｌｏｐｍｅｎｔｏｆｐolicyonprivateschools､Inthe

third,SaraDelamontfbcussesonthegoalsandachievementsoftheprivateschoolsfbr

girlsthroughthedepression,theSecondWorldwarandtheyea応ｏｆ1944-1968.Finally，

AliceSullivanandAnthonyHeathinvestigatetheeducationalsuccessofstudents
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whoattendeddifferentWpesofstateandprivateschoolsinEnglandandWalesinthe

l970s．

Movingfromanhistoricalanalysis,thenextfburchaptersdiscussvanousaspectsof

present-dayprivateschooling､TonyBowersexaminesthealmosttotauyunresearched，

yetimportant,areaofteachersicknessabsence・PaulineDooleyandMaIyFuller,report

someoftheirresearchontheexperlencesofgirlsinwhatwerefbrmerlyboys'pIivate

schools,whileDavidPalfreymanexplainsthecurrentlegalstatusofcharitiesand

estimatethefiscaladvantagestoprivateschoolsofsuchstatus､Ｔｈｉｓｉｓｆｂｌｌｏｗｅｄｂｙａ

ｃｈａｐｔｅｒｂｙｍｅｏｎtherangeandnatureofpIivateMuslimschoolsinBritain．

Thefinalthreechaptersfbcusonissuesofchoiceofschoolandofuniversity､ThefiIst

ofthese,byAnneWestandPhilipNoden,reportsupontheirconsiderableongoing

researchintoparentalchoicｅｏｆｓｃｈｏｏｌｓｉｎｂｏｔｈｔｈｅｐｒｉｖａｔｅａｎｄｓtate-maintained

sectors､NickFoskettandJaneHemsley-BrowｎｅｘａminetheevidencefOrtheprocess

ofchoiceamongstparentsconsideIingprivateeducationfbrtheirchildren,drawing

pIincipallyfromthefindingsofthe雨Parents‘ChoiceoflndependentSchools"research

prQject・Finally・LesleyPugsleythrowssomelightontheprocessofuniversiwchoice

fbrstudentswithintheprivatesector．

InsummaIy,thebookcove応adiverserangeoftopics,butallofthechaptersareof

interesLandallofthempresentnewresearchdataandanalysis・Ihopethatreaders

willfindthebookusefUl．
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Unive応iWofOxfbrd，
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