
BookRevlewS

CIassStrategiesandtheEducaio、Market:TheMiddleClassesand

SociajAdvantage

byStephenBau

RoutledgeFalmer,December2002

Pb:０－４１５－２７２７７－７

Whyarethemiddleclassimeresting?Inpartsimplybecausetheyconstituteamajor

contemporaIyphenomenoｎｉｎｔｈｅｉｒｏｗｎｒｉｇｈｔ,Theyareworthyofattentionbecause

theyarethere､Becausetherearesomanyofthem:ThemiddleclassisnowBritain's

secondlargest;itispressingontheheelsoftheworkingclassandaccountsfbrroughly

athirdofthepopulation'(Roberts2001p､１４１)ButfUrthertheyareofparticular

importancewithinthesociologyofeducation,withineducation・becausetheiractions

produceorcontributetotheperpetuation,inscriptionandreinventionofsocial

inequalities､lnequalitiesbotholdandnew・Newfbrmsofoldinequalitiesandnew

fbrmsofinequaliW,AsSavage(2000ｐ・’59)argues：

Ifthereisstillarolefbrclassanalysisitistocontinuetoemphasizethebrute

realitiesofsocialinequalityandtheextenttowhichtheseareconstantlyeffaced

byamiddleclass,individualizedculturethatfailstoregisterthesocialimplications

ofitsroutineactions．

Withmorethanalittleover-simplificationcontemporaIyworkonsocialclasstakes

threemainfbrms;classtheoIy,theattempttodefineclassestheoretically,andrecently

toincorporateraceandgenderwithinsuchdefinitions;classanalysis(orsocial

stratification),theattempttoestablishandopemtionalisesystemsofclasscategories，

‘whobelongswhere',ｗｈｉｃｈｃａｎｔｈｅｎｂｅｕｓｅｄｆｂｒｖａｒｉｏｕｓｋｉndsofcorrelational，

comparativeormobilityresearch;andclasspractices・whichincorporatesavariety

ofworkrangingfmmconsumptionresearch,workonidentity,ｗork-placestudies

andexpenencesofoppression,inequalityandsocialreproduction.Lookingfromthe

outsideinonallofthisisamorerecentcriticaltraditionwhichexploresthedemise

ofclass・However,withinallofthis,despitetherecentupsurgeofempiricalinterest

inthemiddleclasses,ａlongsidealong-standingdebatearoundtheissuesofdefinition

andtheorising(seeScott2000fbragoodaccount),thereisrelativeb/littleempirical

orconceptualdevelopmentaroundmiddleclasspracticesapartfromtheimportant

workdonebySavageandButler・Thistextengagesneitherwithclassanalb/sis(boxes）
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norclasstheoIy(abstraction).Thefbcusisuponclasspractices,specifically,thisstudy

contributestoabodyofrecentwork,whichisattemptingtoretumtoanemphasison

thelivedrealities,thesituatedrealisations,ofclassandclassreproductionltakeitthat

class'issomethingthathappens（anditcanbeshowedtohavehappened)inahuman

relationship'､ClasshereisanidentiWandalifestyle・ａｎｄasetofperspectivesonthe

socialworldandrelationshipsinitmarkedbyvaryingdegreesofreflexiviW,Identities，

lifesWles,perspectivesandrelationshipsare'constitutedinthecourseofcollective

histoIy,ａｎｄ'acquiredinthecourseofindividualhistoly',which'functionintheir

practicalstate'.Class,inthissense,isproductiveandreactive・

Itisanidentitybaseduponmodesofbeingandbecomingorescapeandforms

ofdistinctionthatarerealisedandreproducedinspecificsociallocations・Certain

locationsaresoughtout,othersareavoidedWe'think'ａｎｄａｒｅ'thoughtｂｙ'class､It

isaboutbeingsomethingandnotbeingsomethingelseltisrelationa1.Classisalsoa

trajectoIy,apaththroughspaceandtime,ａ，histo【yoftransactions，.Wearenotalways

tosame,ｏｒａｌｗａｙｓａｂｌｅｔｏｂｅｔｈｅｓａｍｅ､Ｏｕｒｃｕｒｒｅｎｔｓｅｎｓｅｏｆｗｈｏｗｅａｒｅｍａｙｂｅdeeply

investedinoncehavingbeensomeonedifferentorwantingtobesomeoneelseinthe

fUture,SimilarclasspositionsareheldandexpeIienceddifYerently,andhavedifferent

histories､Classpositionsandperspectivesareproduce。fromandinvestedwiththe

tracesofearlierchoices,improvisationsandopportunitiesaswellasbeinginflected

bychance,Transactionsarecumulative､Eachnewchoiceorpointofdecisionis

confmntedwithassetsorcapital(economic,socialandculturaDtobeexchangedor

invested;fbranindividualorafamilyvolumesofcapitalｍａｙｂｅ'increasingdecreasing

orstationary'.Advantagesinthefbrmofcapitalscanbestoredandaccumulated

forfutureuselnotherwords,Ｉｔａｋｅｃｌａｓｓｔｏｂｅｄｙｎａｍｉｃａｎｄｅｍｅｒgent､Assuch

reproductionisneverguaranteedandmobility,ｕｐｏｒｄｏｗｎ,isalwayspossible．

Suchmobiliwisbothcontingentlyandstrategicallydependent,Hereclassandclass

inequalitiesaretreatedand'understooddynamically',ａｓ，alongitudinalprocessrather

thanacrosssectionalone，,butnonethelesstheanalysishereprimarilyaddressesthe

issueoftherelativestabiliWofclassrelations‐stableandstaticarenotthesame､This

isabouthowclassisacheivedandmaintained,andenactedratherthansomethingthat

justis1Classisrealisedandstruggledoverinthedailylivesoffamiliesandinstitutionso

inconsumptiondecisions・asmuchasintheprocessesofproductionandparticularlb/

ａｔｍｏｍｅｎｔｓｏｆ'crisis'andcontradictionasparentsthinkaboutthewellbeingand

happinessandfUturesoftheiroffSpring､Classisabout'knowing,howtoactatthese

definingmoments・Classisofcourseamassivelyover-representedsubject,thisisa

fUrthercontributiontothatoverrepresentation．
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Thebookexploreshowmiddleclassfamiliesseekandachieve,fbrthemostpart,social

advantagethrougheducation.Theanalysisrestonthekeyconceptsofsocialclosure，

socialcapital,riskandprinciplesandvaluesthisisnotanempiricalreportbutthe

bookengageswithandeploysfbursetsｏｆｄａｔａｏｎ，choice'andeducationmarketsltis
c…,､;R,､I､､,ｆ何｡r,ｏｒ｡１つ､‘１．rn1mrlpr1h1It↑hPnrP↑ir副１１ォ誠ぃmntstotaketheanalvsisofspecificbutgeneral,andgroundedbuttheoretical､Itattemptstotaketheanalysis
classineducationastepfUrther．
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