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Responses to your questions on Private-
Public Sector Relationships

Vivian Anthony

1. Funding from the Public Sector.

* Although the Assisted Places Scheme has been abolished, those who were
awarded places under the scheme continue to receive support until they
complete their secondary education. I believe that will process will be complete
for almost all pupils by July 2004.

* Apart from these pupils, very few other children receive any financial support
from public funds. You have rightly identifies the very small number who are
assisted because they have special learning difficulties, and some independent
schools can offer services for them which are not otherwise easily available in
their locality.

* A few specialist independent schools also receive funding for pupils, particularly
in music, dance and drama: Chetham's, The Purcell School, Wells Cathedral
School and the Yehudi Menuhin School are examples.

* Theoretically parents can claim assistance with fees in an independent school
if the government is unable to meet the needs of the child in a suitable school
nearby. IN practice there are very few examples of such claims being successful.

* Almost uniquely, the Stamford Endowed Schools, with which I am involved,
receive each year 25 boys and 25 girls who have won scholarships paid for
by the local education authority. It is doubtful if this scheme will survive much
longer. In this case the LEA pays a fee for each child which is 25% less than that
paid by full fee payers but about 25% higher than the amount paid to schools in
the maintained sector.

* Comparisons of costs between maintained and independent schools are very
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difficult to make. Maintained school figures do not usually include capital costs

(buildings etc) or costs of central administration.

2. Government Policy towards Independent Schools

* Policy depends to some extent on which party is in power. The AP Scheme
was introduced by a Conservative government. That party was in power
for 19 years. The Labour Party always said it would abolish the AP Scheme
when it came to power and it did so. I had responsibility for HMC policy from
1990-2000. We did a great deal of lobbying of the Labour party when they
were in opposition and in many ways that has paid off, but it did not save the
AP scheme. At least we still have Charitable status for our schools and in most
things the government has not been too hostile. As you say, the emphasis is now
on “partnership”. We thought the loss of assisted places would have a serious
impact on those schools which had become heavily dependent on them. In the
event this has not really been the case. A few schools have reduced their overall
size but numbers in the independent sector as a whole have continues to rise in
each year that Labour has been in government. This is partly a response to the
lack of improvement in the maintained sector. Parents want the best for their

children and will pay for it.

3. “Building Bridges” — the Partnership between Public and Private
Sectors

o The situation is complicated and your paragraph is not an analysis, which I
recognise. All sorts of partnerships are being encouraged but it is too early
to say if they are proving successful and they represent a tiny portion of
educational provision.

« The independent sector wants to retain its independence from government
interference but it wants to be seen as being cooperative. Government power
may not be absolute but it can make life very difficult. Independent schools have
always said that they would like to be open to children of good calibre whatever
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their family income. This is why they were keen to have the Assisted Places
Scheme, and before it, from 1950 -1975, the Direct Grant Scheme.

* So many of our schools have entered into partnerships, sometimes but not
always through the local authorities. These partnerships take many different
forms. In some cases local children are simply given access to the excellent
facilities of the independent schools. In other cases the schools have cooperated
in schemes to improve education e.g. through training or ICT. Some of these
schemes are funded by government grants.

* The government has also encouraged industry and business to become involved
in partnerships with schools. Some new schools have been built with money
from business.

* Some philanthropists have been encouraged to fund schemes, which enable poor
scholars to go to independent schools. Peter Lampl has just been knighted for
his efforts in this field.

* Partnership is signally lacking in some areas. The government works hard
to keep public funds away from independent schools. The government has
encouraged universities to favour pupils from disadvantaged backgrounds and
this may have discriminated against pupils from independent schools

4. _ Other Aspects of Public-Private Relationships

* Yes, there is both competition and cooperation in relation between the sectors.
Schools compete for pupils. Independent schools depend on fees to survive: if
pupils do not pay the fees the schools will close. Maintained schools also need
pupils to survive. The government has closed many failing maintained schools.

* As I said in my paper there is a variety of schools in both sectors. You cannot say
that they are completely different simply because they are in different sectors.
Some independent city day schools have much in common with the historic
grammar schools. The origins of these schools may have been identical.

* I sympathise with your point about funding. If independent schools take money
from the government they risk losing their autonomy. Australia provides some
interesting examples of this.
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» In the main the heads of schools in the two sectors get on well together. We all
belong to one association The Secondary Heads' Association. However there
are some maintained school heads who are not sympathetic and would like to
see independent schools abolished. They believe that independent school pupils

have too many privileges.

I hope these answers have been helpful. I can of course expand on them and give

more details if necessary. Other relevant points appear in my paper.

Dr Vivian Anthony
The UK-Japan Education Forum
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