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Inthisbooklhaveattemptedtoreconstructimportantaspectsofthedebateonthe

schoolcurriculumasitevolvedduringtheperiodsincetheSｅｃｏｎｄＷｂｒｌｄＷｂＬｍＴｈｅ
ｆｂｃｕｓｉｓｏｎｔｈｅｔwovitalquestionsofErst,ｗｈａｔshouldbetaughttochildrenat
dif6erentstagesintheirschooling,and,secondly》ｈｏｗitshouldbetaught・Ｔｈｅｒｅsearch
fbrthiswasbasedonseveralpreviouslyunexploitedsources，includingthePublic

RecordO鎧ceandthenationalpress．

Thebookdevelopsseveralinterlinkedarguments・First,itisarguedthatthetension
betwee、，traditionalists’andthosewhofavoureda，child･centrGdIeducationhas

persistedthroughouttheperiodsincel945anｄｗａｓｎｏｔｓｉｍｐｌｙａｒｅｓｕｌｔｏｆｔｈｅＢｌａｃｋ

papermovementandtheriseofThatcherismDuringtheperiodimmediatelyafterthe
SｅｃｏｎｄＷｂｒｌｄＷａｒａｔｔｅｍｐｔｓｔｏｂａｎｏｒｔｏlimittheinnuenceofCommunistteachers

werejustoneaspectofthisstrugglefbrcontrolofthecurriculumandthisisdetailedas
aresultofnewandorginalresearch．

Secondly；socio-economicchangesareexaminedtoexplainthesigniEcanceofthese

debates・ＴｈｅｂｏｏｋａｒｇｕｅｓｔｈａｔｔｈｅｒｉｓｅｏｆＮｅｏ･Liberalideasduringthel960sand
l970sislargelye沖licablewithrefbrencetochangestakingplaceintheworlmlaceand
thatthesocialstructureswhichhavepersistedsincethenhelpexplainitscontinuing
popularitywithpoliticansandpolicymakers．

Thereisadetailedaccountofthedevelopmentsofthel960sandl970s，ｗｈｅｎ
'progressive，approachestoclassroomteachingappearedtobeattheirheightand

whenpoliticiansfiDmanofthemaJorpoliticalpartieswerebeginningtoarguethatthe
Statehadaresponsibilitytoassumegreaterdirectcontroloftheeducationsystem
thanhadeverperviouslybeenthecase・ThefblmousRuskinSpeech，ｄeliveredin
Octoberl976isshowntobeanalmostinevitabledevelopmentinviewofthechanges
thatweretakingplacemorewidelyinpoliticalrhetoricandpoliticalperceptions・

Fonowingthat，ｔｈｅｉｍｐａｃｔofThatcher1seducationalpoliciesandeducational
legislationarefUllyexamined．

lntheconcludingchaptersthewaysinwhichthischangedpoliticsofeducation
impingedonclassroompracticeandonteachers'perceptionsisexplored・Itisargued
thatbothJohnMajorandTbnyBlairaspnmeMinisterspursuedversionsof

１４１



日英教育研究フォーラム１２号

ThatcheriteeducationalpolicieswhiCjhhavehadtheeHbctoffUrtheralienatingand
disempoeringtheteachingprofession・Ihavealsoarguedthataneworthodoｘｙｉｓ
ｄｅｖｅｌｏｐｉｎｇｉｎｔｅｒｍｓｏｆｔｈｅｗａｙｉnwhichthisrecenteducationalpastisgenerally
perceived・Itisincreasinglycommontohndcommentatorsrefbrringtothe'excesses'of
thel960s,whenprogressiveteachingmethodsprevailedandwhentheteachingofcore
skillsbegantobeneglected・Thebookarguesthatthisisamisleadingsummaryof
developmentsatthattimebutisincreasinglyusedtocoloureducationaldebateeven
downtothepresent．

ＴｈｉｓｂｏｏｋｉｓｔｈｅｆｉｒｓｔａｔｔｅｍｐｔｔｏｏＨｅｒａｎｏｖｅｒｖｌｅｗｏｆｔｈｉｓａｓｐｅｃｔｏｆｔｈｅｐｏliticsof
educationinEnglandinthｅｙｅａｒｓｓｍｃｅｌ９４５・Inwritingitlhavesoughttodevelop
argumentswhichhelptoexplainwhｙｗｅａｒもｗｈｅｒｅｗｅａｒｅｎｏｗａｎｄｗｈｙｗｅｈａｖｅ
arrivedattheeducationalcrisisinwhichschoolsinEnglandnowEndthemselves．
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